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Plaçage:  formalized 
extra-marital 
relationships 
between white men 
and free women of 
color, despite anti-
miscegenation laws. 
Women protected 
themselves by 
insisting on legally 
binding contractual 
agreements, drawn 
up in the presence 
of a notary public, 
obligating men to 
pay their living 
expenses, which 
could include 
housing, servants, 
and guarantees for 
their children of 
education and 
inheritance.  
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Quadroon and 
Octoroon Ball: 
Slaveholders 
realized enormous 
profits by selling and 
“leasing” enslaved 
women, or “Fancy 
Girls.” The Louisiana 
Supreme Court 
heard cases 
regarding slave 
women rented or 
sold at these balls. 
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